Letter From the Editor-In-Chief
The theme of our third issue of 2015 is "Manner of Death" and the Special Guest Editor is Dr. Andy Baker. The cover image depicts a roulette wheel-perhaps a bit tongue in cheek-but we did this to illustrate that manner of death is a controversial and difficult issue; we of course take it quite seriously and deliberately, but there is so much debate and inconsistency of practice that it sometimes appears arbitrary or random.
Manner of death is one of the distinctive features of what I call "medical examiner medicine." It is what forces the consideration of scene and circumstances rather than simply studying anatomic findings in a vacuum. There has been much discussion lately about how manner should or should not be used (e.g., statistical purposes vs. being admissible in court), but regardless of its later use, its prompting of the consideration of historical and circumstantial data makes us more holistic in our practice.
We begin with a renewed "Mind Your Manners" survey based on the original from 20 years ago (1). We also feature a fascinating review of a state law regarding challenging manner of death-a topic not generally addressed. There are also reviews of manner issues associated with in-custody deaths, therapy-related deaths, hypothermia, and "death with dignity" laws. We also feature a series of articles describing death investigation and certification issues regarding how manner of death is assigned or certified in several foreign countries, revealing both similarities and differences with how we are used to thinking about manner in the United States.
We also feature a review article, original articles, and a "Case of the Month" paper.
The final issue of 2015 will be released on December 1; the theme will be "The Future of Forensic Pathol-
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Editor-In-Chief ogy" and the special Guest Editor will be Dr. David Fowler. But remember, only about half of each issue is devoted to the specific theme. It's really just a way to promote submission of articles on a particular topic. Manuscripts about any topic can (and should) be submitted at any time! As always, I will continue to encourage the readership to submit articles to the Journal. We depend on submissions from the readership-NAME members like you-to sustain our excellent content.
